
Situation                     Solution           More information 

Are you studying 

in Finland? 

Would you like to work in Tourism Industry 

and have international working experience? If 
you have language skills and are flexible and 

motivated to adapt yourself to a new job and 
whole new cultural environment, you could 
challenge yourself and grab this exciting 

opportunity in Finland! 

 

Where can I find 

open vacancies?   

You can follow your University´s notice board 

and electronic platform and ask advices from 
your teachers.  

 
You also search open vacancies by visiting 
local unemployment office and their 

webpages 
 

We highly recommend you to upload your cv 
in English in Eures webpages for potential 
employers to find. EURES is the European Job 

Mobility Portal, check their website for more 
information  

 
Open vacancies can be tracked through many 
different media. There are several temporary 

work agencies and new mobile applications to 
connect employers and employees have been 

developed. 
 
Following social media is a very good way to 

stay up to date. LinkedIn is highly 
recommended, as well as professional groups 

in Facebook. 
 

 https://ec.europa.eu/eures/public/en/homepage 

 
Use the following words in search engines: 

matkailutyö, tourism work, working in tourism, 
working in Finland, matkailuala 
 

Most of the companies announce open vacancies on 
their own websites 

 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eures/public/en/homepage 
 

 
 

 
https://hpl.fi/the-private-employment-agencies-
association/ 

 
https://www.staffpoint.eu/ 

https://smilepalvelut.fi/# 
https://barona.fi/en/tyopaikat/ 
 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eures/public/en/homepage
https://ec.europa.eu/eures/public/en/homepage
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What kind of 
work is available 
 

  

Tourism is known as an Industry full of 
opportunities. Most of the professionals have 
started their career in operative positions and 

then progressed towards more responsible 
works.  

 
Good way to start career in Tourism Industry 

is to continue from practical training during 
the studies to get employed in the same 
company.  

 
You might start with humble work and then 

proceed in your career.  Finland is a small 
country in terms of population where it is 
quite easy to create a working network.  

 

 If you click yourself to www.moodoflearning.com 
 web-page you will find more information about 
living and working in Finland.  

 
Professionals with good attitude have good 

opportunities to succeed in Finland as Tourism is 
one the fastest growing industries. 

 
There are vacancies available especially for waiters 
and cooks. There is also need for guides and 

assistants for outdoor activities.   
 

 

What kind of 

skills are 
required? 

 

Every employer has their own requirements, 

but all expect you to speak and understand 
English. In tourism related vacancies other 

language skills are also a great advantage. It 
always helps if you know some Finnish and 
are willing to learn more. Any previous 

experience and studies on this field are 
appreciated, as well as right kind of attitude.   

 

Where can I find 
information about 

the salaries? 
 

Collective agreements for the Restaurant, 
Hotel and Leisure Industry are universally 

applicable which means that the employers 
are legally required to apply at least the 
minimum terms and conditions to all its 

employees. There are also supplements which 
is good to consider as part of the salary.  

 
 
 

All this information you can find in collective 
agreement via these links: 

http://netpaper.lonnberg.fi/pam/tes-
en/hotel_pocket/#p=1 
 

http://netpaper.lonnberg.fi/pam/tes-
en/hotel_pocket/#p=20 

 
 

http://www.moodoflearning.com/
http://netpaper.lonnberg.fi/pam/tes-en/hotel_pocket/#p=1
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I am EU citizen, 
can I work while 
studying? 

If you are a citizen of an EU country, an EEA 
country, Switzerland or a Nordic country, you 
have the right to work during your studies 

without restrictions and you do not need 
permission to do so. Working can give you 

the right to Finnish social security 
 

 

www.infofinland.fi 
 

Can I work with 
the residence 

permit for 
studies? 

 

The residence permit for studies enables you 
to work without restrictions if your work is 

related to your degree. This means practical 
training and thesis work.  

 
You also have a right to have other jobs but 

there are some restrictions to apply – read 
more information offered on Mood of Learning 
page. 

 
 

You can work without restrictions at the times 
when your educational institution offers no 
instruction. 

 
You may only work for an average of 25 

hours per week during the academic terms.  
The number of working hours is not restricted 
on a weekly level. This means that you can 

adjust your weekly working hours during the 
academic term, as long as you work for 25 

hours a week on average. 
 
 

 
 

 

 https://migri.fi/en/studying-in-finland 
 

 

http://www.infofinland.fi/
https://migri.fi/en/studying-in-finland


I have found a 
job in Finland, 
can I stay? 

 
 

 

If you have studied and completed a degree 
in Finland, you may apply for a new residence 
permit on the basis of work immediately after 

you have found a job 
 

If your residence permit for studies is still 
valid and you have found a job, you may 

apply for an extended permit on the basis of 
work. 
 

Work must be your main reason for staying in 
Finland. Attach your degree certificate and 

your employment contract or a binding job 
offer to your application. 
 

 

You can only get a residence permit if your 
employment contract complies with the collective 
agreement of the sector in which you are going to 

work. If there is no collective agreement in your 
sector, your employment contract must have the 

same the terms and conditions that, in the Finnish 
labour market, are applied to workers who have 

similar duties.  
 
 

 
After you have been granted a residence permit for 

work, you have a general right to work regardless 
of what you studied. 
 

I have finished 

my studies and 
would like to 

start working or 
would like to 
establish my own 

business in 
Finland 

After finishing your studies you may apply for 

a residence permit for seeking work if you are 
not yet employed. 

 
If you have studied and completed a degree 
in Finland but you have not yet found a job 

that would begin before your residence 
permit for studies expires, you can apply for 

an extended permit to look for work or to 
start a business. 
 

When you find employment, apply for a 
residence permit on the basis of work. If you 

start a business, apply for a residence permit 
for an entrepreneur. You can start working 
immediately after you have found a job or 

started a business. 
 

  

https://migri.fi/en/after-graduation 
 

Please notice that you can get an extended permit 
to look for work or to start a business only if you 
have a residence permit on the basis of studies. 

You must apply before your residence permit for 
studies expires. 

 
The income requirement is the same as it is for a 
residence permit for studies. 

https://migri.fi/en/after-graduation


How do I pay 
taxes in Finland 
 

Paying tax is everyone’s responsibility in 
Finland.  
 

Your work will be taxed progressively, 
whereby the tax is paid in the same way as 

Finns are taxed. 
 

Progressive taxation means that your tax 
treatment depends on your income – the 
more you earn, the more tax you pay. 

 
The tax office will issue a tax card, and the 

employer will withhold tax from the salary 
accordingly. Ask for possible special 
treatments for students considering your 

home country. 
 

https://www.vero.fi/en/individuals/tax-cards-and-
tax-returns/arriving_in_finland/work_in_finland/ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Salaries and other payments are handled 

electronically in Finland, so you will need a bank 
account. For that you need your passport or ID card 
as well as your Finnish personal identification code. 

I have studied in 
Finland, can I 

come back to 
work after some 
time   

If you have completed a degree in Finland 
several years ago and have left Finland since 

then, you may still apply for a residence 
permit on the basis of work as a person who 
has completed a degree in Finland.  

 
There are no time limits for submitting a 

residence permit application on the basis of 
work after receiving a degree. 

https://migri.fi/en/after-graduation 
 

  
Happy End 

Finland has been selected several times as 
the happiest country in the world.  
Hopefully you would like to stay in Finland to 

start your own story of happiness with us!    

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/finland-
is-the-world-s-happiest-country-again/ 

 This page can also be of your interest:  

 

https://www.ihhelsinki.fi/ 
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